A second unrelated bone marrow transplant with an unrelated donor marrow: treatment of a patient with relapsed leukemia.
A second bone marrow transplant might be considered as an option in patients with leukemia relapsing after bone marrow transplantation. We report the successful treatment of a patient with relapsed ALL with a second BMT from the same unrelated donor. We evaluated the usefulness of an unrelated donor as the source of the second BMT in this clinical setting. The conditioning regimen for the first transplantation consisted of BU and CY while fractionated TBI and CY were used for the second BMT. Acute skin GVHD, grade III which developed after second BMT, was successfully treated with the use of a new immunosuppressive drug, mycophenolate mofetil. Hemorrhagic cystitis and a CMV infection developed as complications during the second BMT and were successfully treated. The patient was alive and well after the second BMT with limited chronic skin GVHD up to day +170.